
Constitutional reform in Uzbekistan 

 

The Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan was adopted on December 8, 

1992. The Constitution is not a dogma, but a program of action for sustainable 

development. The possibility of amendments, changes is a fundamental feature of all 

constitutions. 

In modern conditions of globalization, countries all over the world intensively 

searches for own models of constitutional development. At the same time, Constitution 

remains one of the key factors in ensuring the political and social stability of the state. 

A comprehensive program of reforms is being implemented in order to build a 

New Uzbekistan. Today we recognise the necessity to give new impetus to the 

processes of democratic renewal and deepening ongoing reforms. 

In recent years, citizens of the country have made many proposals for further 

improvement of the Constitution. In particular, during the election campaign on the 

presidential elections in 2021, voters raised the issue of bringing the Constitution in 

line with the requirements of modern life. 

The constitutional reform in Uzbekistan is a requirement of the time and is 

dictated by the development of the country, new trends and priorities, the need to adapt 

the State basic law to the requirements of modern times and its ability to respond to 

emerging challenges. 

The era of globalization, digitalization, climate change and rapidly changing life 

pose more and more urgent, extremely important and actual tasks to further modernize 

the country, strengthen peace, stability and national independence. 

Constitutional reform is a necessary legal precondition for current and future 

sustainable development. In particular, it can be a vital tool to promote good 

governance by changing constitutional rules on strengthening the checks and balances 

between branches of government, greater accountability, transparency, participation 

and predictability. Changes aimed to improving the quality and efficiency of 

governance contribute to the stability of the political system, which in turn benefits the 

economy, creates a stable environment for investment and development. 

In the book “Strategy of New Uzbekistan” published in 2021 by President 

Shavkat Mirziyoyev serious tasks where identified that are aimed at bringing the 

democratic reforms to a qualitatively new level. It orients the system of legislation, 

legal understanding and law enforcement, the political and legal consciousness of 

society towards universal human values and principles of sustainable development. The 

definition of constitutional norms and rules that will correspond to the New Uzbekistan 

is envisaged. 

First of all, this concerns the full implementation of the priority principle “In the 

name of the honour and dignity of human being”. Human dignity is the provision of 

a peaceful and safe life, fundamental rights and freedoms of citizens, the gradual 

creation of decent living conditions and modern infrastructure, qualified medical care, 

quality education, social protection and a healthy ecological environment for every 

inhabitant of the country. 

The following priority areas for constitutional reforms have been identified: 



First - to change the previously existing paradigm "state - society - person" to a 

new one: "person - society - state", fixing it in constitutional legislation and 

constitutional practice. 

Second – to ensure human interests in the process of economic reforms. This is 

the most important condition for building a people's state. 

Third – to consolidate constitutionally the role and status of civil society 

institutions, the principle "Society is the initiator of reforms." 

Fourth – to define constitutional basis for the development of the institution of 

the family, the careful bringing of traditional human values to future generations, and 

the strengthening of interethnic harmony in the country. 

Fifth – to reflect in the Constitution the State youth policy, comprehensive 

support of young generation – the creators of New Uzbekistan, their rights, interests 

and duties. 

Sixth – to fix the principle “New Uzbekistan is a social state” as a constitutional 

norm, taking into account the fact that today Uzbekistan is confidently moving along 

the path of building a social state and a fair society. 

Seventh – to improve the effectiveness of the current system of human rights 

protection, preventing the child labour, reliable protection of the rights of persons with 

disabilities, and representatives of the older generation. 

Eighth – to introduce to the Constitution special environmental sections, legal 

norms relating to global climate change. 

Ninth – to consolidate at the constitutional level the issues of development of 

kindergartens, schools, higher education and science, which are interrelated 

components of the basis of the Third Renaissance (Strategy of development of the New 

Uzbekistan). 

On 20 May, 2022 at the joint meeting of the Senate and the Legislative Chamber 

of the Oliy Majlis (Parliament), the Constitutional Commission on formulating 

proposals for amendments and additions to the Constitution and the implementation of 

organizational measures was created. Its composition and tasks were also determined. 

The Constitutional Commission included deputies, senators from all regions of the 

country, representatives of civil society, leading lawyers, political scientists and other 

experts (46 people in total). 

On 20 June this year at the meeting with members of the Constitutional 

Commission, President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev drew attention to the 

following. 

To date, the Constitutional Commission has received 48,492 proposals from 

citizens, which indicates that constitutional reforms are on the agenda and represent an 

objective necessity. All proposals have been considered by the Constitutional 

Commission, carefully discussed and are currently being submitted to the Legislative 

Chamber for consideration. 

The difficult international situation requires a more responsible approach to the 

fate of our Motherland and the adoption of urgent strategic decisions. Over the past 

short period, the political, legal, socio-economic, cultural and educational image of 

Uzbekistan’s society has changed radically. 

Cardinal processes of transformation and increased competition are taking place 

in the world. The updated Constitution should create a solid legal basis and a reliable 



guarantee of long-term strategies for the development and prosperity of our country 

and people as a whole. Human dignity, honour and pride should be at the forefront of 

Constitutional reforms. 

The President has put forward many initiatives, among which are the following: 

-include in the Constitution a provision on the prohibition of the death penalty in 

Uzbekistan; 

-to provide to every citizen of Uzbekistan the right of freedom of movement, 

residence or choice of residence throughout the country (abolition of the so called 

“propiska” principle); 

-guarantee the right of citizens of Uzbekistan to freely leave and return to the 

country; 

-to ensure the inviolability and guarantee of privacy; 

-protect the rights of citizens to housing, ensure the inviolability of housing, no 

one should be deprived of housing without the decision of Court; 

-strengthen constitutional guarantees for the protection of private property; 

-remove all barriers and obstacles to the development of entrepreneurship; 

-create all conditions for the free movement of goods, services, labour and 

financial resources in the country, the development of domestic and international trade; 

-ensure the protection of human rights to work, favourable working conditions 

and decent salary; 

-prohibit the dismissal and reduction of wages for women in connection with 

pregnancy or the birth of child; 

-provide support and social protection for compatriots studying abroad, earning 

a living, their family members living in our country; 

-to ensure the development of a free and fair civil society, the construction of a 

humane, democratic state and enshrine in the Constitution the idea of "Uzbekistan - the 

country of the rule of law"; 

-ensure openness, transparency and accountability in the activities of state bodies 

and institutions; 

-expand the powers of the Oliy Majlis (Parliament) in the formation of the 

government and its effective functioning; 

-transfer part of the powers of the President to the Oliy Majlis (Parliament), for 

example, the right to appoint and dismiss the chairman of the Accounts Chamber; 

-divide powers between governors and local Councils; 

-to transform the judiciary from a condemning and punitive body into a body that 

protects the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of a person; 

-determine that Uzbekistan pursues a peaceful and friendly policy with all 

countries, primarily with neighbours, and its foreign policy is based on respect for 

human rights and freedoms, principles and norms of territorial integrity. 


